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Caribbean Export and CCREEE Cooperate to Support Sustainable Energy 
Development and Create Jobs 

• Caribbean Export and the CCREEE sign an MOU 
• Caribbean Export and CCREEE to cooperate on key areas to promote energy efficiency 

and renewable energy capacity building for the private sector 
• Decarbonisation can lead to the creation of 400,000 jobs in the Caribbean 

  

Bridgetown, BARBADOS.  
The Caribbean Export Development Agency and the Caribbean Centre for Renewable Energy and 
Energy Efficiency (CCREEE) have agreed on a framework to cooperate on growing businesses 
through sustainable energy.  The two organisations have signed a Cooperation Agreement to 
officiate their relationship given their symbiotic mandates. 
  
“Caribbean Export is excited to be working with CCREEE to tackle the immense challenges which 
our region must confront – firstly, global climate change; second, building sustainable and 
affordable energy systems and third, poverty reduction through private sector development.”, 
shared Deodat Maharaj, Executive Director of Caribbean Export. 

Mr. Maharaj highlighted that according to the International Labour Organization and the Inter-
American Development Bank, it is estimated that decarbonisation will lead to the net increase of 
jobs in the Caribbean by 3.1%, that is, the creation of approximately 400,000 jobs.  
Echoing Mr. Maharaj’s sentiments, Dr. Gary Jackson – Executive Director of the CCREEE – 
remarked, “Energy is one of the most pressing development challenges of our time; a challenge 
that is best addressed, especially within the Caribbean context, through cooperation. We are 
resilient collectively, not separately”, he said. Dr Jackson further noted: “it is our human 
capacity which defines our resilience. “As we cement our partnership today, our hope is that 
the CCREEE and Caribbean Export can adequately set an example of what can be accomplished 
with the coalition of the willing.” 
 
The agreement outlines areas of cooperation including technical assistance projects to promote 
energy efficiency and renewable energy capacity building for the private sector.  These initiatives 
will assist businesses to enhance their climate resilience, increase energy access, develop 
sustainable buildings and promises to ensure knowledge management and transfer, promote 
sustainable industry and business growth.  Together the organisations are supporting businesses 
capacity to provide a suite of renewable energy and energy efficient products and services. 

In addition, Caribbean Export and the CCREEE highlighted that today’s signing is merely a 
formalisation of the already functional partnership. The two organisations have partnered 
previously on the development of capacity building initiatives and eagerly anticipate enhancing 
and increasing these and, supporting small and medium-sized businesses, with three projects 
having already been identified. 
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About Caribbean Export 
Caribbean Export is the leading regional trade and investment promotion agency in the African, 
Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) group.  We are focused on accelerating the economic transformation of 
the Caribbean and work with the private sector to increase exports, attract foreign direct investment 
and create meaningful jobs. We are currently executing the Regional Private Sector Programme 
(RPSDP) funded by the European Union under the 11th European Development Fund (EDF).  
 
More information about Caribbean Export can be found at www.carib-export.com.  Contact: JoEllen 
Laryea, PR and Communications, Caribbean Export Development Agency, Tel: +1(246) 436-0578, 
Fax: +1(246) 436-9999, Email: jlaryea@carib-export.com  
  
About The CCREEE 
The Caribbean Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency (CCREEE) is a specialized 
institution of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), established by Heads of Governments with an 
energy-exclusive mandate. The Centre was founded and operates within the framework of the 
Global Network of Regional Sustainable Energy Centre’s (GN-SEC) and is the implementation hub 
for sustainable energy activities and projects within the Caribbean region. 
 
For media queries, please contact: Penny Bowen | penny@ccreee.org| 1 246 537 7333 ext. 2006 or 
832-3925 
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